OBJECT PRONOUNS:

PLACEMENT
& COMBINATIONS

Grammar Quick Guide

Object pronouns can appear before a verb or attached to the end of a verb. Their position depends on the verb form.

o Before a Conjugated Verb

With a conjugated verb, put the object pronoun before the verb:

PRONOUN + CONJUGATED VERB

Compro el libro. -~ Lo compro.
Escribo a Maria. - Le escribo.

This placement stays the same in different tenses:

Loveo. Lovi. Lo veré.

e Infinitives and Gerunds

With an infinitive or gerund, the pronoun can be attached to the end:

Quiero comprarlo.

Voy a escribirle.

Estoy buscandola.

Estoy explicandole el problema.

When there is a conjugated verb, you can also put the pronoun before that verb:

Lo quiero comprar. = Quiero comprarlo.

Le voy a escribir. = Voy a escribirle.

La estoy buscando. = Estoy buscandola.

Le estoy explicando el problema. = Estoy explicandole el problema.

Both positions are correct.
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Keep the pronoun with one of the verbs.

Lo quiero comprar. v
Quiero comprarlo. v

Quiero lo comprar.

When a pronoun is attached to a gerund, a written accent is normally needed:

buscando - buscandola
explicando - explicandole

9 Commands

With an affirmative command, attach the pronoun: With a negative command, put the pronoun before the
Cémpralo. verb:

Escribele. No lo compres.

Ayudame. No le escribas.

No me ayudes.

The basic contrast is:

AFFIRMATIVE - COMMAND + PRONOUN

Cémpralo.

NEGATIVE - NO + PRONOUN + COMMAND

No lo compres.
A written accent is sometimes needed when a pronoun is attached to an affirmative command:

compra - cémpralo
escribe - escribele

G Using Two Object Pronouns

A direct and an indirect object pronoun can appear together.
Start with:

Doy el libro a Maria.

Replace each object:

el libro - lo a Maria - le
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When both pronouns appear together, the indirect pronoun comes first:

INDIRECT + DIRECT

There is one important change:

LE/LES+LO/LA/LOS/LAS -~ SE+LO/LAILOS/LAS

So we don't say: We say:
Le lo doy. Se lo doy.

More examples:

Le explico la situaciéon. - Se la explico.
Les envio los documentos. - Se los envio.
Les muestro las fotos. — Se las muestro.

With other indirect object pronouns, the order stays the same:

Me das el libro. -~ Me lo das.
Te explico la situacion. - Te la explico.
Nos muestran la casa. —» Nos la muestran.

e Placement with Two Pronouns

Two pronouns stay together and follow the same placement rules:
Conjugated verb Se lo doy.

Infinitive Se lo voy a dar.
Voy a darselo.

Gerund Se lo estoy dando.
Estoy dandoselo.

Affirmative command Daselo.

Negative command No se lo des.

There is no new placement rule to learn: the two pronouns move together.

0 Object Duplication

Spanish sometimes uses an object pronoun and explicitly mentions the same object.
Direct Object

When a direct object is placed before the verb, it is normally repeated with a direct object pronoun:

El libro lo compré ayer.
A Maria la vi esta mafana.
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Compare the normal order:
Compré el libro ayer.

with:

El libro lo compré ayer.

Indirect Object

As you saw in the previous guide, the indirect object pronoun is normally kept when the indirect object is explicitly
mentioned:

Le doy el libro a Maria.
Les explico el problema a mis estudiantes.

The same sentence can contain both types of duplication:

El libro se lo doy a Maria.

Here:

el libro / lo = direct object se / a Maria = indirect object

Quick Reference

Conjugated verb pronoun before Lo compro.

Infinitive attached OR before conjugated Quiero comprarlo. /
verb Lo quiero comprar.

Gerund attached OR before conjugated Estoy comprandolo. /
verb Lo estoy comprando.

Affirmative command attached Cémpralo.

Negative command before No lo compres.

Two Pronouns

INDIRECT + DIRECT

me/te/selnos+lo/lallos/las
Me lo da. Te la explico. Se los envio. Nos las muestra.

lelles+lo/lal/los/las - se+lo/lallos/las
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